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set county southwesterly from Aroostook; it then Hows northerly near the western boundary of 
Aroostook and forms the northwesterly boundary of this county.
This immense body of water flows in a half circle around Aroostook and then starts on its 
journey to the sea through New Brunswick. The Aroostook river, a large branch of the Saint 
John, rises in the southwestern part of the county and flowing in a northeasterly direction joins 
the Saint John.
These two magnificent rivers furnish an immense water power and flow through beautiful 
and fertile valleys familiarly called the valleys of the Saint John and Aroostook. The Saint 
Francis, Fish and Allegash rivers are large and important branches of the Saint John and 
Aroostook, while in the southern part of the county the Meduxnekeag, Mattawamkeag and Saint 
Croix rivers furnish an outlet and highway for that portion of this terrritory. Besides these 
there are numerous small rivers and streams that are found everywhere, forming a water power 
that cannot be excelled in any county in Maine.
Over this vast territory are scattered 206 lakes rivaling in beauty those of the Emerald Isle. 
There are also a great many ponds connected with the rivers forming an almost endless chain of 
rivers, lakes and ponds over the whole county, that form a county not only well watered but 
beautiful in the variety and change of its scenery.
The whole surface of the county is underlaid with calcareous slate above which is a deep 
rich soil which is easily cultivated. There are no mountains of much consequence, but every­
where except along the valleys of the Saint John and Aroostook rivers the land is broken into 
numerous hills and small mountain ranges, and in the southern part of the county the surface is 
marked by long ranges of gravel and sand, varying in height from 50 to 100 feet, running some­
times many miles and known as “ Horsebacks," results, doubtless, of the glacial and drift periods 
in the formation of the globe. In her rivers, lakes, hills and valleys Nature has bestowed her 
bounties upon Aroostook with a lavish hand.
The first settlements in Aroostook were made in about 1802 by Acadian French, who were 
refugees from the Bay of Minas in Nova Scotia. They came up the Saint John river and 
settled in different places along the northern border of New Brunswick and made small clearings, 
built for themselves the roughest huts, and were that class of settlers who were content simply 
to exist. The first important settlements of the county were made in 1807, by pioneers from 
Massachusetts who came up the Saint John river to Woodstock, New Brunswick, and then 
through the wilderness to Houlton, which is now the shire town of the county. Two families 
came whose names were Putnam and Houlton, from one of which the town was named.
They were quickly followed by others from western Maine, Massachusetts. New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia. They were a honest, hardy and industrious people and soon made for them­
selves homes in this great wilderness. They settled along the banks of the Meduxnekeag, 
felled the forests, built saw and grist mills, and raised principally wheat, rye, corn and

